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9/11 
survivor 
shares his 
story on 7th 
anniversary
See Amethyst on page three
Lower drinking age?
THE STENTOR
Cohen creates new Public Safety philosophy
KYLE P. MEREDITH
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
editor@lakeforest.edu
   Returning Foresters will notice 
many changes in Public Safety 
this year, from uniforms to patrol 
procedures.
New Public Safety Director 
Richard Cohen, previously the 
head of the Illinois Institute 
of Technology’s (IIT) Public 
Safety Department, has made a 
number of signiﬁ cant changes 
to the Public Safety department, 
which were introduced over the 
summer.
The most visible change is the 
new uniforms worn by ofﬁ cers 
on duty. While Public Safety 
ofﬁ cers previously wore blue 
police-style uniforms, they now 
sport less conspicuous polo shirts 
and tactical pants.
“The uniforms are more 
comfortable for the staff and 
much more functional,” said 
Cohen. “They allow ofﬁ cers to 
blend in better with the student 
body, and make the ofﬁ cers more 
approachable.”
While Cohen calls the uniforms 
are merely a “cosmetic” change, 
they reﬂ ect what he describes 
as a “philosophical” shift in the 
department.
“Sometimes the best use of 
authority is not to use it,” said 
Cohen. “Our ﬁ rst responsibility 
is the protection of lives and 
property; we don’t have to use 
a heavy hand to get respect. 
Respect comes from us fulﬁ lling 
our mission.”
Ofﬁ cers will no longer 
routinely patrol residence hall 
corridors, although Cohen is 
quick to point out that ofﬁ cers 
are empowered to “go anywhere 
on this campus. We have a legal 
responsibility to protect the entire 
campus.” While RAs now have 
primary patrol responsibilities 
within the dorms, Public Safety 
ofﬁ cers are only a phone call 
away.
“Our ofﬁ ce has not made any 
changes in how we approach and 
deal with community standards,” 
said Director of Residence Life 
Todd Harris. “The RAs have had 
and will continue to have the full 
support of Public Safety.”
“Our focus will be the 
community; if RAs patrol the 
dorms, then we’ll cover public 
areas. We will respond to issues 
that arise in the dorms, though,” 
Cohen said.
The most important point 
of Cohen’s philosophy is that 
students must “treat their 
neighbors well.” He emphasizes 
that while Public Safety will 
respond to any and all complaints, 
they will not try to impose its own 
standards. “Part of college life is 
learning parameters. I accept and 
I agree that you should enjoy 
yourself as long as you’re within 
legal limits, but respect your 
community.”
Cohen says that so far the 
administration has been “nothing 
but supportive.” The Public 
Safety ofﬁ cers themselves 
generally support the initiatives.
“I believe Rick Cohen has 
brought a fresh perspective and 
is an asset to the Lake Forest 
College community. I believe in 
him and his philosophy,” said 
Commander Steve Molinaro, 
a longtime member of the 
Public Safety staff. “I think the 
procedures will work if they are 
embraced by the student body.”
Dean of Students Beth Tyler 
echoed Cohen and Molinaro’s 
sentiments about student 
involvement. “As always, our 
goal is to have as little for Public 
Safety ofﬁ cers to do as possible 
– they are here to respond to 
problems,” said Tyler. “To assist 
in that project, students can 
be smart, take responsibility 
The new logo is seen on the Public Safety’s two SUVs, parked outside of its ofﬁ ce in Stuart Commons.
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for their own and their fellow 
students’ behavior, and not let 
things escalate to the point that 
that RAs have to request backup 
from DPS.”
Cohen will spend the rest 
of the year identifying possible 
improvements for the campus’s 
security, including the enhanced 
usage of CCTV cameras.
“I will look at all aspects of 
public safety on campus,” said 
Cohen. “It is a never-ending 
process.”
JOHN TERMAAT
COPY CHIEF
copy@lakeforest.edu
College President Steve 
Schutt was in the media spotlight 
this summer after he put his 
name next to more than 100 other 
college and university presidents 
on an initiative 
that asks for 
a nationwide 
c o n v e r s a t i o n 
about lowering 
the drinking 
age.
Schutt says 
he signed the 
petition known 
as the Amethyst 
Initiative after 
hearing about 
it early this 
summer. He 
emphasized his 
opposition to 
i r r e spons ib le 
drinking by 
people of any 
age, arguing that 
a lower drinking 
age could allow 
colleges like 
Lake Forest to 
teach students 
how to be 
responsible with 
alcohol.
“I don’t think the twenty 
years or so we’ve had with the 
21 year drinking age has solved 
the problem of overdrinking 
in our society,” he told The 
Stentor. “Alcohol becomes an 
object in and of itself,” instead 
of being something that is 
enjoyed responsibly in social 
situations.  He explained his 
view of responsible drinking as 
something that accompanies an 
experience, rather than being an 
experience by itself.
“Having a beer at a ball game 
is okay to do,” he said.  “I’m not 
going to encourage it, but there’s 
nothing wrong with it.  And the 
same is true of having a glass of 
wine with dinner.”
Schutt was quoted in a 
Chicago Sun-Times editorial that 
supported the Initiative’s goal of 
lowering the drinking age, despite 
harsh criticism from Chicago 
Mayor Richard Daley and others. 
Schutt says he has received 
some 200 emails criticizing his 
decision, all with similar text and 
probably the result of a mass-
email web campaign.
Wary of the Initiative’s 
many opponents, including the 
inﬂ uential Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD), Schutt 
made it clear that he only wants 
to open up the subject for 
discussion.  “I’m not sure whether 
a reduction in the drinking age is 
the right way to go,” he said, “but 
I deﬁ nitely think a conversation 
is warranted.”
The ofﬁ cial platform for 
MADD encourages ramping 
up enforcement of the current 
drinking age and limiting access 
to alcohol by those under 21, 
under the belief that a lowered 
drinking age would increase 
instances of drunk driving death 
in the United States.
But Schutt isn’t sure if he 
believes that assertion.  “I 
think MADD is an important 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
I’m not opposing 
them,” he said. 
“But I think some 
members of that 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
have taken a bad 
line, in my view, 
with this mass-
email campaign 
and trying to 
shut down a 
c o n v e r s a t i o n 
before it’s even 
starting.  It goes 
without saying that 
I’m absolutely, 
strongly against 
drunk driving.  I 
would never want 
to do anything to 
increase that.”
Both sides 
acknowledge the 
dangerous trend 
of irresponsible 
drinking that has 
become a part 
of the culture 
of colleges and universities 
throughout the U.S., including 
here on campus.  For some 
students, having fun last Saturday 
night meant binge drinking, and 
in at least two cases that meant 
an ambulance ride to Lake Forest 
Hospital.
Students disagree whether a 
lower drinking age would get 
their peers to drink in a more 
controlled setting.  “If kids are 
allowed to drink at a younger age, 
there could be less temptation to 
get out of control,” pointed out 
sophomore Madison Keller.
Senior Nathan Rhodes 
disagreed.  “I think kids are 
going to get drunk in their 
rooms anyway.  If you control an 
environment, they’re just going 
to ﬁ nd a different one.”
Senior Jamie Caliendo, who 
is an RA, thinks a lower drinking 
age would have mixed results. 
“On this campus, [the drinking] 
would probably stay on campus, 
because there are so few bars,” 
she said.  “But nationwide, a lot 
of students would probably move 
into bars.  Bigger universities 
usually have bars close to or on 
campus.”
Some students support 
lowering the drinking age on 
principle.  “You can go to war at 
18,” argued sophomore Ashleigh 
Porter, expressing an oft-repeated 
sentiment.  “If you can go to war 
at 18 you should be able to drink 
at 18.”
According to senior Anjali 
Ajaikumar, students miss out 
on a big part of the College’s 
Chicago connections because 
of the drinking age.  “If the age 
was lowered, students would 
be allowed into more cultural 
activities that have the presence 
of alcohol,” she said.  “Since 
students can’t get into places 
like the Double Door, that are 21 
and over, they have less freedom 
President Schutt supports Initiative for dialogue
KATHERINE LYMN
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
news2@lakeforest.edu
Survivor of the 9/11 attacks 
on the World Trade Centers, Earl 
C. Johnson, told over a hundred 
attendees at a speech at the Lily 
Reid Holt Memorial Chapel on 
Thursday, the seventh anniversary 
of the attacks, that he will never 
forget the ﬁ rst responders running 
up the stairwell of the towers. He 
described their response as the 
“best of man reaching out to push 
back against the worst of man.”
Johnson was working on a 
presentation on the 51st ﬂ oor of 
the North Tower when the attack 
occurred forty stories above him. 
The blast “lifted me off my feet 
and tossed me into the wall,” said 
Johnson in a phone interview.
The event was organized 
by the Ofﬁ ce of Intercultural 
Relations, the Gates Center for 
Leadership and Personal Growth, 
the College Republicans of Lake 
Forest, and the Young America’s 
Foundation, with which now 
full-time professional speaker 
Johnson collaborates to speak 
at colleges around the country. 
Pat Casten, the chairman of the 
College Republicans, arranged 
for Johnson to speak here on his 
most requested day of the year. 
Casten also works with the Young 
America’s Foundation.  
With a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Economics from the University of 
Washington, Johnson built a 28-
year-long career in the Financial 
Service Sector of the World Trade 
Center and has acted as Manager, 
Director, Vice President, and 
CEO, said Johnson’s website. 
Following his survival of the 
attacks, “Earl turned his energy 
full time toward bringing his 
inspirational keynote messages 
to a wide range of audiences,” 
the website said.  He now 
speaks to dozens of audiences a 
year, among them other college 
campuses, high schools, and First 
Responder groups, said Johnson.
“I think the students deﬁ nitely 
received his survival story and 
his conclusions…very well,” 
said Casten of Johnson’s speech 
and his wish for Americans to 
“come together like they did 
following 9/11 all the time.” 
When asked what parts of the day 
he remembers the most, Johnson 
mentioned strangers helping 
each other without being asked, 
from directing others to simply 
“holding somebody’s hand.”
Photo courtesy Young America’s 
Foundation
Graph courtesy Choose Responsibility
Previews of the 
fall sports season
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FacMan’s To-Do List: Trees, Pipes, Toilet Paper
JUSTIN TARDIFF
NEWS EDITOR
news@lakeforest.edu
The Facilities Management ofﬁ ce 
at Lake Forest College currently is 
undertaking several projects to improve 
campus infrastructure and prepare for a 
massive expansion of the Sports Center.
The Sports Center expansion, slated 
for completion in fall 2009, is off to a 
slow start, according to Director of 
Facilities Management Dave Siebert. 
Over the summer, a college-hired 
contractor removed several trees in front 
of the current building, in order to clear 
the way for where the building expansion 
will be constructed.
The decision to remove the trees was 
not controversial, but was “sad,” Siebert 
said.
Two of the tree trunks were saved and 
may be converted into furniture for the 
new building.
To compensate for the trees, FacMan 
will plant new landscaping once the 
project is completed.
An inefﬁ cient steam pipe 
connecting Harlan Hall and 
Blackstone Hall with FacMan’s heating 
plant on Middle Campus has been 
replaced. Siebert described how, when 
functioning properly, steam travels to the 
buildings from the plant and then returns 
as condensation to be reused.
“The pipe had deteriorated to the 
point that the condensate was not 
returning to the plant,” said Siebert. 
The pipe, which had caused issues last 
year, were initially ﬁ xed only around 
Harlan Hall and Blackstone Hall. After 
testing, however, it was determined that 
other leaks existed, including one next to 
North Hall. 
Completed earlier this week, 
the project is expected to total over 
$100,000.
Since returning, some Foresters may 
have appreciated new softer toilet paper 
due to a mistake on the part of Lake 
Forest College’s toilet paper supplier, 
but students shouldn’t get spoiled. 
Milwaukee, Wis.-based American Wiper 
& Supply Corp., the college’s long-
time vendor, delivered 50 cases of 2-ply 
toilet paper to the college several weeks 
ago, instead of the 1-ply that is usually 
ordered.
“We didn’t know until we started 
handing it out,” said Manager of 
Custodial Services Carey Black. The 
mistake, made by American Wiper, 
allowed the college to keep the paper at 
the cost of the normal 1-ply rolls, but it 
won’t be reordered.
American Wiper serves many other 
schools, colleges, and government 
entities, but due largely to the state of the 
economy, “Lots of places are cutting back 
[from 2-ply to 1-ply],” noted Black.
While the campus became inundated 
with rain over the past weekend, “We 
fared pretty well,” according to Siebert. 
Despite ﬂ ooding in Johnson D, Johnson 
C, and Nollen Hall, outside crews 
were called in Saturday morning to 
respond. Some of the issues were the 
result of mechanical failures and other 
infrastructure faults, as well as catch 
basins that had ﬁ lled.
Siebert also responded issues 
regarding a boiler in Deerpath Hall, 
which shut off late last Saturday night 
and prevented residents of the hall from 
obtaining hot water.
“Something caused it to fail Saturday 
night. We learned about it Sunday 
morning, and our guys went over and 
turned it on right then.”
Photo by Allie Early
Above, a ﬂ ooded Nollen Hall maintenance room is seen Saturday afternoon. Top, construction takes place outside of Black-
stone Hall to replace a failed condensate pipe.
Photo by Justin Tardiff
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New Student Government 
constitution passes
JUSTIN TARDIFF
NEWS EDITOR
news@lakeforest.edu
By a wide margin, Lake Forest College 
students voted in early September to 
approve a new Student Government 
constitution.
In the ﬁ nal tally, which was e-mailed 
to all students on Sept. 5th by Student 
Government President Noah Dion, a 
junior, 86.8 percent of voting students 
approved of the new constitution. 
Six-hundred twenty three students 
participated in the election, which took 
place outside the Gus and Margie Hart 
Dining Hall.
“We’re happy with the 86 percent 
approval,” said Vice President of 
Student Government Jonas Mikolich, 
a sophomore. “It’s an overwhelmingly 
positive response.”
“The number was very heartening,” 
said Dion.
“We weren’t expecting the really big 
turnout that took place,” said Student 
Government Secretary Allie Winkelman, 
a sophomore. “People really took an 
interest in voting.”
Changes brought about by the new 
constitution include the abolition of 
General Assembly (GA), Student 
Government’s weekly meeting where 
elected representatives voiced their 
concerns. The new structure is designed 
to focus more on class concerns, rather 
than residence issues. Under the new 
system, Student Senate will include one 
“Senator” from each residence hall, two 
Senators for commuter students, and four 
Senators from each graduation class.
“I’m excited about Student Senate,” 
expressed Dion. “It should restart interest 
and serve as a more genuine reﬂ ection 
of what students value and what they 
want to see changed. Some power will 
be diffused from the executive board, 
power that can be used to get something 
speciﬁ c done.”
“We chose to restructure as dorms 
separate students by where they live,” 
said Mikolich. “The new system brings 
unity to classes.”
“The changes will de-emphasize 
discussions about residence hall 
problems, which are really ResLife’s 
issues,” said Treasurer and Student 
Government Executive Board member 
Chase Cook, “while also emphasizing 
the academic needs of each class.”
The new system has brought 
newcomers into the process of running 
for Senatorial positions. “I know some 
people who are psyched about running 
[under the new system],” said Mikolich. 
“It’s a much more familiar idea.”
Student Government ofﬁ cials discuss changes
Schutt signs Amethyst Initiative
to experience Chicago instead of just 
hanging out in their dorm rooms.”
President Schutt isn’t the only 
administrator to support a conversation 
about the drinking age.  Dean Chris 
Waugh, Director of the Gates Center 
for Leadership and Personal Growth, 
said he supports President Schutt, “100 
percent.”
“I recommend and hope that this is 
an international conversation,” he said. 
“I’ve not done a great deal of traveling, 
per se, but I have been to other countries, 
and the attitude they have toward alcohol 
seems very different.”
Waugh also spoke in favor of the 
college’s alcohol education programs, 
such as alcohol.edu, and supported 
educating students earlier in their lives. 
“By the time they hit college, students 
should have a literacy of alcohol.”  
Dean Tyler likewise threw in 
her hat, supporting Schutt’s call for 
a conversation.  “I think that it’s a 
very complicated issue,” she said, 
summarizing the growing debate, “and 
I’m always wary of drawing simplistic 
conclusions about complicated issues.”
Learn of Public Safety’s weekly adventures in this new Stentor
column. In the debut issue, offenses committed occurred 
between Graduation and Tuesday, September 16.
On Jun. 17 at 7:30 p.m., Public Safety was notiﬁ ed of a bird 
loose in Hixon Hall on South Campus. No further information 
was available.
On July 3 at 9:55 p.m., Public Safety discovered a burning 
jacket in the South Campus main student parking lot. The scene 
was cleared.
On July 7 at 8:05 p.m., Public Safety was notiﬁ ed of a 
suspicious person in front on Glen Rowan House, located at 
500 N. Sheridan Road. Upon arriving at the scene, the person 
was gone.
On July 8 at 4:45 p.m., Public Safety was notiﬁ ed of a 
suspicious person at the Donnelley and Lee Library on Middle 
Campus. Upon arriving at the scene, the person was gone.
On July 20 at 8:03 p.m., Public Safety reported to the South 
Campus quad where a sick dog was found. The scene was 
cleared.
On July 23 at 6:27 p.m., Public Safety was notiﬁ ed of a student 
stuck in a Roberts Hall bathroom. Facilities Management was 
notiﬁ ed.
On Aug. 29 at 12:01 p.m., Public Safety was notiﬁ ed that a 
college employee was injured while riding a golf cart along 
Sheridan Road. City of Lake Forest Police and Fire were called 
to the scene.
On Sept. 3 at 1:30 p.m., Public Safety was notiﬁ ed of grafﬁ ti 
on a dehumidiﬁ er near the elevator on the lower level of Nollen 
Hall on South Campus. The grafﬁ ti consisted of a vulgarity 
written in black permanent marker. Public Safety contacted 
housekeeping, which removed the vandalism.
On Sept. 6 at 11:49 p.m., Public Safety was alerted of possible 
marijuana use in Deerpath Hall on North Campus. No further 
information was available.
On Sept. 7 at 3:05 p.m., Public Safety was alerted of an 
unknown substance thrown on a sign in front of Glen Rowan 
House, 500 N. Sheridan Road. No further information was 
available.
On Sept. 8 at 2:32 p.m., Public Safety learned of a falling 
mirror in Hixon Hall on South Campus, which struck a staff 
member. No further information was available.
On Sept. 12 at 3:45 p.m., a man was arrested at Lois Durand 
Hall on North Campus for illegal tresspassing. Public Safety 
and City of Lake Forest Police responded to the scene, and the 
man was removed from the property.
On Sept. 13 at 11:06 p.m., Public Safety was alerted of a 
conduct violation in the Mohr Student Center on Middle 
Campus, stemming from a disagreement between students. The 
scene was cleared.
On Sept. 14 at 12:19 a.m., Public Safety was alerted of a sick 
person in the Mohr Student Center on Middle Campus during 
the all-campus party. City of Lake Forest ambulances and 
police ofﬁ cers were called to the scene.
On Sept. 14 at 1:45 p.m., Public Safety was alerted of a 
situation in the Sports Center on South Campus. Due to 
excessive rain, tiles were falling from the ceiling in the gym. 
Facilities Management was notiﬁ ed.
CampusWatch
Interview with Robbie Weis
TOM PLONOWSKI
SPORTS EDITOR
sports@lakeforest.edu
How did you ﬁ rst get into soccer?
I ﬁ rst got into soccer because of my 
dad. My dad had a passion for soccer 
ever since he was a kid and carried that 
on to instill it with his children. I started 
playing when I was about three. I played 
recreationally for ﬁ ve years until my 
dad asked me to try out for Pegasus. I 
was a decent player then, but it wasn’t 
until high school did I start to become a 
determined player.
How are you getting used to the school, 
college - in general, your team, and 
soccer at the college level?
Playing soccer at the collegiate level is 
a treat. It really is. The team is incredibly 
nice and all the guys get along. The 
team works well together which is an 
additional advantage to playing for the 
Foresters.
What so far has gotten you excited 
about your team and what would 
you say are your team goals and 
individually?
The team has so much potential 
which is probably the most inﬂ uential 
factor that the team holds on me. The 
guys are all tactically skilled and our 
performance indicates nothing but a 
bright future which I look forward to 
sharing the forthcoming seasons with the 
team. Individually, I’d like to ﬁ nish more 
goals and build a nice team atmosphere.
More Sports 
Coverage on 
Page 8!
TheStentor.com Poll Results
Would you shop at Don’s Finest Foods if they re-open?
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KATHRYN APPELHANS
MANAGING EDITOR
manager@lakeforest.edu
Jared Fox: Senior 25, PRIDE President, 
Lambda Chi Fraternity member, volun-
teer, vegetarian.  But what else makes 
up this Cleveland native?  In May, 2008, 
Jared Fox was awarded The Human 
Rights Campaign Chicago GLBT Col-
lege Student of the Year.  In an exclusive 
interview, Fox described the road he has 
traveled to get to this point, leaving out 
no detail about his new title, volunteer 
projects, or growing up gay.
Q:  How is someone nominated for this 
award?
A:  You’re nominated by someone be-
sides yourself. It’s based on leadership 
roles on and off campus.
Q: How did you ﬁ nd out you were nomi-
nated?
A: The person who nominated me is 
TPAN’s Director of Development.  He 
called to ask me what I do on campus at 
Lake Forest College because he wanted 
to nominate me for this award.
     The organization called me at the 
end of May 2008 and said that it would 
like to congratulate me for winning the 
award.  I was at work and crying hysteri-
cally.
Q: What comes with this award?
A: It doesn’t come with money, just a 
plaque and a speech.
Q: So how do you feel?
A: It’s an incredible honor to be recog-
nized by such an organization.  TPAN 
(Test Positive Aware-
ness Network) won 
the Community 
Organization Award, and I sit on the 
Board of Directors.
   It’s nice to be recognized sometimes. 
We go about our daily lives without be-
ing able to stop and breathe.  This rein-
vigorates all the work I do.  If you ﬁ ght 
and ﬁ ght and ﬁ ght all day and get no re-
sults, you’re going to get really tired.
Q: Your mom got to watch you accept 
the award?
A: Yes, she got to come and it was re-
ally sweet.  She was there the day I was 
forced out of high school because of ha-
rassment.  She’s never understood why 
anyone could hate anyone else just for 
being the way they are.
    At the ceremony, people were com-
ing up to her and saying, “You should 
be so proud of yourself.  You should 
be so proud of your son.”  She was.  I 
don’t think she’s ever been so proud in 
her life.
Q: What high school did you go to?
A: I started at St. Ignatius High School 
in Cleveland, Ohio. I transferred to a 
center-city public high school after I 
was being harassed and administration 
did nothing to stop what was happening. 
After transferring to James Ford Rhodes 
High School just four months into high 
school I learned the story of Robbie 
Kirkland, a student who attended St. Ig-
natius and took his life in January 1997 
partially due to harassment he faced in 
school. Then I got in contact with Rob-
bie’s mother and she urged me to be 
more active.  I still talk to her.  That’s 
the reason I started getting involved with 
activism.
Q: How and where did you get involved 
ﬁ rst?
A: At a non-proﬁ t, GLSEN (glsen.org), 
in Cleveland.  The organization was 
looking for youth organizers, and ac-
cepted me.  I went to the national confer-
ence for training, and the national ofﬁ ce 
wanted me to be on the National Youth 
Organizing Team.  All of this took place 
over two months.
Q: What did you do on that team?
A:  The team was complied of 25 stu-
dents, and we traveled to 12 states, start-
ing Gay-Straight Alliances and training 
teachers.  I started working with this 
program the January of my freshman 
year in high school.  I was 14, so my 
mom would drive me to the airport.
      I worked with the program all four 
years of high school.  During my soph-
omore, junior and senior years, I was 
co-chair of the team.  We organized the 
National Day of Silence, the largest na-
tional student movement.
Q: So through your travels and GLSEN, 
you’ve done a lot of networking.
A:  I’ve worked with some really cool 
people.  I met Barack Obama in Atlan-
ta, Georgia, walking out of Ebenezer 
Church. He was with John Lewis, who 
worked on the Freedom Rides. I had just 
left the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Me-
morial Museum.
     I’ve also met Muhammad Ali, Den-
nis Haysbert (the Allstate Insurance 
spokesperson), and Supreme Court Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg while working 
with the American Civil Liberties Union 
[ACLU]. 
Q:  How did you come to realize your 
sexual identity?
A:  I’m gay. That’s it.  I’ve never been 
confused.  Students come to me every 
day and don’t know how to say “that 
word.”
     I came out when I was in 7th grade. 
I didn’t have any problems because peo-
ple got to know me before they judged 
me.  I was just me.  I was living my life 
and students knew me as a person before 
I came out to them.
Q: Do people ever come out to you?
A: I’ve got to meet amazing people and 
create change in the world.  This is what 
I do every day.  People at Lake Forest 
College come to me at age 20, 21, and 
22, and don’t know who they are.  That’s 
scary for them.  [Coming out] for them 
could mean getting kicked out of their 
homes or beat up, just for being them-
selves.
     If people just hear and believe the 
negatives, how are they ever going to 
want to come out?  I show people that 
they are coming out to a community that 
is so colorful and wonderful.  The posi-
tives must outweigh the negatives, and 
they do.  
Q: Besides all of PRIDE, TPAN, and 
other off-campus organizations you 
work with, what else are you involved 
in?
A:  I do slam poetry [performance po-
etry] when I can. I was the Windy City 
Rainbow Youth Slam winner this sum-
mer, and also performed at the Windy 
City Black Pride Poetry Slam. I also 
play some sports in the Chicago Metro-
politan Sporting Association [CMSA]. 
CMSA is the GLBT sporting association 
in Chicago, and I’ve played softball with 
that group for a few years. This winter 
I’m playing volleyball. Other than that, 
I’m busy being involved with campus 
organizations, academics and my volun-
teer work in the city.  
Q: What do you plan on doing next?
A:  I’m hoping to join Teach for America 
in Fall 2009 and spend a couple years 
creating change in the educational sys-
tem as a corps member. After that, I am 
hoping to attend graduate school for my 
Masters of Public Affairs.  
For more information on the organiza-
tions, please visit the following web-
sites:
TPAN- TPAN.org
GLSEN-glsen.org
Human Rights Campaign- hrc.org
National Day of Silence- dayofsilence.
org
ACLU-aclu.org
ZAKEA BOEGER
STAFF WRITER
boegeza@lakeforest.edu
Any given day presents itself with one 
constant: long Caf lines. However, one line 
trumps all: the wrap line. Lake Forest wraps 
prove delicious at any time, thanks to the 
wrap-master, Jose Solis. 
Jose greets every person in the wrap line 
with a big smile, and if you’re lucky, he’ll ask 
you that glorious question, “the regular?” I 
thought I was just a little bit special, but when 
I talked to Jose, he told me that he had memo-
rized around 40 wrap orders, and based on the 
way it looks, that number is going to just keep 
on growing. 
But behind every wrap prodigy is a teacher, 
right? Jose began his wrap position after 
Greg hurt his knee.  (Greg is the guy who I’m 
sure we’ve all seen at the door as he gives 
a friendly hello while scanning our cards.)  
“The knee injury robbed me of my position,” 
Greg said, but it’s easy to see that he’s happy 
the wraps are still a Forester staple. 
So, if you’re anything like me, then you’re 
left with just one question: What kind of wrap 
satisﬁ es the wrapper? 
Jose said his favorite wrap consists of salsa, 
ranch, cheese, lettuce, tomato, and green pep-
pers on a wheat tortilla. 
And the best part? He does it because he 
loves us. Seriously. Jose told me his favorite 
part of making wraps is the student body, 
because “they’re always so nice and polite.” 
So keep enjoying the wraps everybody; 
they’re made with love.
Gentleperson-Gourmand
Jose Solis: Lord of the Wraps
Jared Fox:
Serving the Human Rights Campaign with Pride
photo courtesy of Jared Fox
photo courtesy of Jared Fox
(right):  Senior 
Jared Fox  was 
awarded the 
Human Rights 
Campaign GLBT 
College Student 
of the Year Award.  
Here, he is giving 
his speech at the 
ceremony.
(below): Jared 
and his mother, 
Michelle, pose 
for a picture at 
the Human Rights 
Campaign Awards 
ceremony.
photo by Zakea BoegerAbove, Jose Solis, Lord of the Wraps, prepares to create yet another 
culinary masterpiece at lunch.
Arts & Leisure
The Gentleperson-Gourmand’s
discerning rating of this week’s 
food item:
OUT OF
KRISTIN KOJZAREK     
ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR
features@lakeforest.edu
Alternative rock band We The Living played songs from their debut album “Heights of the Heavens” 
and a few songs from their latest album “Depths of the Earth” to a set of new fans in the Mohr Stu-
dent Center on the evening of September 11th.  
    A mix of melodic and indie rock with a dash of pop, We The Living is made up of John Paul 
Rooney’s vocals and guitar, Benjamin Schaefer on drums, guitarist Matt Holmen, and Jasper Austin 
on bass.  Rising in popularity for their catchy sound and soulful lyrics, the band is originally from 
Wisconsin but now resides in Los Angeles, CA.  
    We The Living has performed at Lake Forest College before, and although last year’s audience was 
small (mostly e.team members, plus one student security guard), they seem to have a loyal fan base 
that is expanding.  We The Living’s members are very appreciative of their fans and very accessible 
on-line and in person.  Although they mentioned that they were 
glad to see some new faces, they also said that they enjoyed play-
ing at Lake Forest College whether the audience was a large crowd 
or just a few people.
     One thing that made this band stand out is the fact that they 
brought their own stage set-up and lighting with them in order to 
create a unique atmosphere. Their lighting coordinated smoothly 
with the tempo of the music, which helped enliven the audience 
who appeared mildly sleepy at ﬁ rst, but more enthused as the 
show went on.  Singer Jon Paul Rooney’s vocals were smooth and 
mellow but energizing at the same time, blending with eclectic 
strains of both, acoustic and electric guitar, piano, bass, and drums, 
genuinely drawing in the audience.
     Opening-act singer/songwriter Civalias also helped warm up 
the crowd with his infectious song “We’ve Got Company” and the 
piano-based “Something Real.”  He later sang two songs with We The 
Living, which kicked off their show, harmoniously blending their distinct 
sounds.  
    To ﬁ nd out more about the band, hear their music or just watch some of their bizarre blog videos 
visit WETHELIVING.COM or MYSPACE.COM/WETHELIVING.  
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No Country for Incompetent Spies
CHRIS PELLEGRINI
ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR
features@lakeforest.edu
The Coen Bros. latest, Burn After Reading, sees 
them skating the edges of the Washington D.C. 
intelligence community. When alcoholic C.I.A 
operative Osborne Cox (John Malkovich) is 
demoted, he resigns to write his memoirs. Un-
fortunately for him, he leaves behind the diskette 
containing these conﬁ dential matters at Hardbod-
ies Gym. 
     Two incom-
petent gym em-
ployees, Linda 
Litzke (Frances 
McDormand) 
and Chad Feld-
heimer (Brad 
Pitt), attempt 
to ransom this 
information 
back to Cox. 
Mayhem en-
sues as the two 
nincompoops 
ensnare Cox, 
his wife (Tilda 
Swinton), 
and her lover 
(George Cloo-
ney) into their 
own little spy 
game. All the 
while, a C.I.A 
boss (J.K. 
Simmons) 
keeps watch 
over the situ-
ation, voicing 
the viewer’s 
sentiments 
of confusion 
about just exactly what all the fuss is about. 
   Burn delights in not being one of the count-
less intelligence community pictures that carries 
the weight of the world on its shoulders. Each 
caricature, for every player is a two dimensional 
representation of types common to the genre, 
plays a speciﬁ c role and the Coen’s masterfully 
manage to alienate every one of them from the 
audience. This separation facilitates the Coen’s 
intent to mock. It would be unfair to say they 
mock lovingly because they pull no punches. The 
death-like seriousness with which the characters 
treat their insigniﬁ cant actions carries the brute 
force of this satire. The chorus-like C.I.A boss 
serves as the lone force of reason. He is genuinely 
puzzled at the inexplicable actions of these self-
important morons. 
    On the whole, the ﬁ lm resonates loudly in a 
marketplace saturated with ﬁ lms like The Bourne 
Ultimatum and The Good Shepherd, but the actual 
laughs are limited. The concept itself is humor-
ous, but lacking in moments that demand laughs. 
Clooney’s paranoia and 
sexual addiction stand 
out, but still fail to 
deliver real laughs. 
     If you’re fed up with 
spy ﬁ lms that are more 
serious than the GDP, 
then the ideas behind 
Burn After Reading
will draw you into the 
theatre, but leave you 
with only a smirk as 
opposed to a full blown 
smile.
At left, Brad Pitt and 
Frances McDormand 
in Burn After Reading.
CHRIS’S RATING:
OUT OF 5
Photo by Lauren Brunswick
Photo by Victoria Henson
We The Living played at the Mohr Student Center Thursday, September 
11th.  Here, the band members pose with their poster before the gig.
Live in the Coffeehouse: We The Living
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JUSTIN TARDIFF, News Editor
The realities of college drinking
THE STENTOR is a student run publication printed weekly throughout the academic year.  All editorials are the opinion of the 
editorial board of THE STENTOR and do not represent the opinions of Lake Forest College, its students, faculty or employees. 
All opposite-editorials are the opinion of the writer and do not reﬂ ect the opinions of THE STENTOR or Lake Forest College.
For questions or concerns regarding content, please contact Annie Cooper and 
Lubko Berezowsky at opinions@lakeforest.edu or (847) 735-5215.
Send all letters to opinions@lakeforest.edu or drop them at THE STENTOR’S ofﬁ ce.
THE STENTOR always welcomes letters from readers; students, professors, alumni, parents, and other subscribers alike.  Letters 
must include the writer’s name and class or address and phone number.  Any letters may be shortened to ﬁ t the space required.
Speaker and Hosts Guilty of Politicizing 9/11
There was a long line of students at Boomer’s Café in the Mohr Student Center on Saturday night, 
many of whom were waiting to legally purchase alcohol.  Most of these students would spend the 
night carousing with friends or dancing.  
But alcohol sold in the Student Center did not account for the chaos that was taking place on South 
Campus.  While Public Safety ofﬁ cers were tied up on Middle Campus with the All-Campus Party, 
a throng of intoxicated individuals lining the balconies of Gregory Hall began to throw glass bottles 
into the quad.  RAs and eventually Public Safety ofﬁ cers on the scene scrambled to maintain control, 
but they were too late to break up the multiple ﬁ ghts that broke out or to stop an individual from 
urinating off the Gregory balcony.  
The binge drinking that led up to these events is not unique to our campus.  Alcohol-related 
incidences are a leading cause of death in our age-group according to Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing (MADD).  Yet along with other proponents of the current drinking age, they claim that stricter 
enforcement of current laws could put a stop to underage drinking entirely.
Given the degree to which drinking has become a part of college culture, it is clear that this is not 
the case.  While stricter enforcement might keep the casual underage drinker away from alcohol, the 
epidemic of mass binge drinking among college students would hardly budge.  
Someone with enough dedication would have no problem ﬁ nding marijuana on campus, a sub-
stance that carries massive penalties for manufacturing, trafﬁ cking, sale, or possession virtually 
anywhere in the world.  With that in mind, what Apollo-style plan does MADD have in mind to keep 
alcohol out of parties even while one fourth of students can purchase it legally at Jewel/Osco?
The answer does not lie in an unfeasible and untenable plan of enhanced prohibitions. Instead, the 
answer is more education about responsible use of alcohol.
President Schutt and his fellow co-signers of the Amethyst Initiative have taken the ﬁ rst step 
toward that end. By advocating a national dialogue about the nation’s drinking age, this group of 
academic administrators has signaled a willingness to listen to new arguments in an area that has not 
been thoroughly debated since the law’s passage in the 1980s. 
The Stentor supports President Schutt in his signing of the Initiative, and congratulates him for his 
bravery in being a public proponent of a frequently maligned (and misunderstood) movement. 
Letters to the Editor
Lefties Left Out
With such a high tuition 
at our school, we’re given 
many choices: Single or 
double dorm? More cafeteria 
meals or more Flex dollars? 
French class or Arabic?  So, 
why, when it comes to something 
as simple as soft drinks, are we 
monopolized by a poseur poison 
drink?  We should not be limited to 
Pepsi and Diet Pepsi; we deserve 
a choice.  We deserve a voice for 
the other, unrepresented half in 
a totalitarian soft drink system.
The cafeteria soft drink 
machine, Boomer’s, the cafes-
none offer the choice we ought to 
have as hard-working students. 
The only place I’ve been able 
to obtain my beloved drink of 
choice is the vending machine in 
the basement of Lois.  I’d rather 
not get my Diet Coke from an 
unfriendly machine that just 
eats my money half the time.
I don’t ask for a reverse 
monopoly in which only Coke is 
offered on campus; all I wonder 
is what’s next when we’re not 
left the choice of which pop 
we want-an administration that 
chooses our meals for us-are we 
nearing an age where the choice 
of wraps or chicken wings is 
no longer a right, but a luxury?
In an environment 
ﬁ lled with other addictive 
substances to abuse-cigarettes, 
vodka, heroine-shouldn’t the 
college at least give us options 
when it comes to the softer-core 
drugs?  And in an ever-changing 
world, with technology replacing 
conversation and emoticons 
replacing hugs and kisses, who 
wouldn’t want the classic old-
fashioned Coca-Cola to drink 
instead of its cold-hearted 
competitor, Pepsi?  Coke was ﬁ rst 
developed in 1886, and is shared 
throughout over two hundred 
countries; it is the epitome of 
all-American refreshment.  Just 
like our families and friends, 
Coke’s bottles and cans have 
changed with us and conformed 
to the times, consistently 
by our side, in our hand.
Katherine Lymn ‘12
This past Thursday 
speaker Earl C. Johnson, author 
of Stairwell to Heaven: A 9/11 
World Trade Center Survivors’ 
Story, spoke of his own chilling 
account of the September 11 
terrorist attacks on the World 
Trade Center.  While Johnson has 
every right to share his experience 
with the campus, and I commend 
him for having the bravery to do 
so, he does not have the right 
to politicize his experience. 
The event was hosted by 
the Ofﬁ ce of Intercultural 
Relations, the College 
Republicans, and the Young 
America’s Foundation (YAF), 
a national youth organization 
“dedicated to the advancement 
of conservative ideals.”
I ﬁ nd it shameful and disturbing 
that two strong conservative 
organizations and one apolitical 
ofﬁ ce be the hosts of a 9/11 
presentation.  My initial feeling 
was anger towards the Young 
America’s Foundation and the 
Lake Forest College Republicans 
for creating an association 
between conservative ideals and 
the experiences of a 9/11 survivor, 
but I soon realized that the speaker 
himself shares in on the blame. 
Earl C. Johnson is featured 
prominently on the website of the 
Young America’s Foundation. 
The speech he delivered to 
Lake Forest is part of the 
Foundation’s 9/11 Never Forget 
Project.  On the Never Forget 
Project page of their website, 
the YAF claims to “help students 
across the country properly 
remember the anniversary of the 
September 11 terrorist attacks.” 
The Foundation goes on to 
offer suggestions on achieving 
this mean, such as establishing 
an on-campus American ﬂ ag 
memorial consisting of 2,997 
ﬂ ags, one for each victim of 
the attacks, and/or scheduling a 
campus-wide moment of silence. 
Sound familiar? Both of these 
actions are bipartisan and, more 
importantly, respectful of the 9/11 
victims and their families.  But 
the Young America’s Foundation 
goes on to offer a third way 
to remember those affected 
by 9/11: “host a conservative 
speaker at your school.” 
So according to the 
Foundation, hosting a strictly 
conservative speaker is one of 
the “proper” ways to never forget 
9/11, even if this speaker has 
little or nothing to do with the 
terrorist attacks themselves.  The 
Young America’s Foundation 
is therefore guilty of creating 
a link between party politics 
and the greatest American 
tragedy of the 21 century. 
One might expect a 
conservative organization 
to advocate conservative 
speakers, but the Foundation’s 
implication is clear; that a liberal 
or even a moderate speaker 
would  somehow be incapable 
of adequately honoring the 
anniversary of 9/11.  The YAF 
could have easily advocated 
bringing a 9/11 survivor as 
part of their Never Forget 
Project, yet they speciﬁ cally 
suggest hosting a conservative. 
Among their list of available 
conservative speakers are John 
Ashcroft, Dinesh D’Souza, and 
Lt. Col. Scott Rutter.  What any 
of these men have to do with 
9/11 is beyond me.  In fact, 
the only actual 9/11 survivor 
on their list is Earl Johnson. 
But to say that Johnson’s 
speech was bipartisan is 
laughable; Even the Republicans 
in the audience admitted that 
parts of the talk made them 
uncomfortable.  Johnson spent 
the ﬁ rst few minutes of his 
speech chastising the “far left 
media mouthpiece” (whatever 
that means) for inadequately 
representing 9/11.  He later poked 
fun of the Abu Ghraib torture 
controversy saying that if our 
government can’t get away with 
sticking underwear on detainees 
heads, then they sure couldn’t 
have staged 9/11.  Classy.
I feel as though the Lake 
Forest community should expect 
more from our former Leader of 
the Year, Patrick Casten.  Until 
Casten denounces the hateful 
implications found on the Young 
Ameri’s website, that hosting 
a speciﬁ cally conservative 
speaker is a “proper” way 
to remember the victims of 
9/11, then he too is guilty of 
supporting the politicization 
of an American tragedy. 
As for the Ofﬁ ce of 
Intercultural Relations, they are 
either: A. Complicit in allowing 
the politicization of the 9/11 
attacks, or, B. Did not realize 
the implications behind the 
presentation because they did 
not adequately look into the very 
event they were hosting.  Either 
way, I believe that the Ofﬁ ce of 
Intercultural Relations should 
clarify their stance.  
   I certainly hope that one day 
Earl Johnson breaks his ties 
with the Young America’s 
Foundation so he can share his 
harrowing experience without 
the poisonous implication that he 
is somehow better suited simply 
because he is a conservative. 
JOHN TERMAAT, Copy Chief Lefties are left out of open-
ing doors on campus.
   As a left-handed member of 
society, I feel like it is necessary 
for me to mention the inequality I 
face on a daily basis at Lake For-
est College.  More often than not, 
the left door of the double doors 
on academic buildings, the D&L 
Library, and the MSC, are locked 
from the outside.  Although some 
believe that entering a building 
should happen through the right 
door, it is not always an option. 
Sometimes people exit the build-
ing using the right door (the left 
from the inside) while another is 
trying to enter.  Upon opening 
the door, several people usually 
follow them and exit through the 
wrong side, causing a long line of 
disarrayed college students try-
ing to enter and exit the building 
from the same door in a short pe-
riod of time.  This is outrageous 
and a huge inconvenience to me 
and my left-handed colleagues.
   If this is some type of cruel 
joke or punishment for being 
left-handed, I would appreciate 
the charade to end immediately. 
Being a lefty can be very difﬁ cult 
and stressful in a school setting. 
I have seen ﬁ ghts break out over 
left-handed desks in Carnegie 
Hall.  Once we manage to get a 
desk that does not cramp our writ-
ing hand, we have to deal with 
resting those hands on rough spi-
rals of our notebooks and smear-
ing ink on the side of our hands 
and on our paper.  After taking 
notes in a classroom with these 
types of problems, the last thing I 
want to deal with is trying to open 
the door to the MSC, only to ﬁ nd 
my door locked.  It only reminds 
me of the burden I live with on 
this campus, for a trait I have had 
since I learned to write, and, until 
these locked doors, thought was 
something that made me unique.
                   Kathryn  Appelhans  ‘11
Being back on campus this fall 
is nearly as invigorating as the 
cool, crisp air that the season is 
certain to bring, with the excite-
ment of new classes, the renewing 
old friendships put on hold over 
the summer, and the occasional 
trip into the big city of Chicago. 
Yet, Lake Forest College itself 
has not come back with simi-
lar energy. In fact, it has come 
to our attention through profes-
sors and staff that the school 
is running a signiﬁ cant budget 
shortfall and may have to cut 
costs to make up the deﬁ cit. 
There are going to be a few 
negative side effects due to the 
budget problem. Classes for 
spring semester that do not have 
a substantial amount of students 
may possibly get eliminated, 
which will make it more difﬁ cult 
to get into the classes selected 
at the beginning of the year. 
The main problem with this is 
that LFC is continuing to make 
it difﬁ cult for students to as-
semble the schedule that they 
want. It is already common that 
certain classes listed online or 
in the course catalog are not of-
fered during a given school year, 
while many other courses are so 
popular that they ﬁ ll up quickly 
and leave many students behind. 
When students feel that they 
have at best an outside chance 
of getting into interesting classes 
or those that they need to com-
plete their majors, they become 
frustrated and disenfranchised. 
LFC is not a cheap college to 
attend, even with scholarships 
and ﬁ nancial aid, and with the 
decline in the course offerings, 
the option to abandon Lake For-
est and transfer to another insti-
tution becomes more enticing. 
Of course, LFC is a small school 
and is therefore limited in the 
amount and scope of the classes it 
offers. As a liberal arts college, it 
can never hope to accommodate 
the amount of classes offered at 
a university; however, as a small 
college, it allows students to feel 
at home, and small class sizes al-
low students to form a personal 
relationship with professors. 
But these qualities are not what 
makes or breaks the decision 
to attend a speciﬁ c institution. 
These are factors that are as-
sessed when selecting a school. 
But ﬁ rst and foremost, students 
evaluate what they can achieve, 
and whether the college offers 
the degree and the focus that in-
terests the student. When this is 
taken away from students, there 
is no reason to continue funnel-
ing money towards the college. 
Disheartening as this news 
may be, we hope that whatever 
measures the administration may 
take to turn the situation around 
do not end up having long-term 
negative effects. We all love this 
school and would like to con-
tinue to stay here. However, the 
economy is tight, and money 
cannot be spent frivolously. 
So we ask the administration; 
please be cautious in what you 
cut, because some of us are al-
ready hanging on our last thread. 
Raising the retention rate is not 
going to happen by cutting the 
things that students value more 
than anything else: education. 
             Annie Cooper and  ‘11
           Lubko  Bererzowsky ‘09
Can’t Beat The 
Real Thing
Let’s not cut corners
Like a hungry 
jaguar’s insatiable 
desire for wounded 
possum, so The 
Stentor has an 
unquenchable thirst 
for your Letters to the 
Editor.
Send them to:
opinions@lfc.edu
Who else has noticed the cluster 
of orange mushrooms growing 
between the cafeteria and 
Harlan? They are rather freaky. 
Anyone agitated by how 
small the plates are and that we 
have no trays to put them on? 
Whenever I get food I feel like 
I am playing Jenga on my plate. 
Why are the stairs in Young 
Hall so damn steep? Three of my 
classes are there and I bet you 
32 cents I will be ready to scale 
Everest by the end of the year. 
As a freshman, I am still 
getting accustomed to the 
campus. I am quickly learning 
all the intricate tricks that are 
associated with living here. For 
example, I know that out of the 
three showers for my ﬂ oor only 
the middle one, occasionally, 
provides warm water. 
I have also learned, through 
observation  that when partying 
late into the night on South 
Campus you will get security 
mad at you by throwing things off 
the second ﬂ oor balcony. When 
the guards come to reprimand 
the guilty ones the offenders 
will claim that they have done 
nothing wrong. Throwing glass 
objects into a crowd at high 
speeds is not nearly as dangerous 
as juggling chainsaws.  The 
students had done nothing to 
endanger the well-being of their 
classmates. Security was just 
trying to pick a ﬁ ght with them.
The experiences so far have 
not let me down. My dorm ran 
a practice ﬁ re drill late at night 
while it rained. I had to walk 
through puddles in ﬂ ip-ﬂ ops and 
I unintentionally stepped into the 
wet mud. The feeling of muck 
and thick soil surrounded my toes 
and it was slightly disgusting. 
In case you are wondering I 
hate my mailbox. I bet you both 
of my kidneys that if Houdini 
was alive he wouldn’t be able to 
open one of those abominations 
without help from the people who 
work there. Why are those things 
so hard to open? Why make life 
so damn complicated? When 
I go to the mailroom I want to 
just get my mail. I do not want 
my blood pressure to sky rocket 
nor my stress elevated due to 
the insane level of difﬁ culty that 
is associated with opening my 
mailbox. Next time  I will bring a 
crowbar to speed up the process.
I have found out a number of 
things here that enhance both 
my educational and social life. 
The Writing Center for one 
is awesome. Whether  you 
are writing a piece on who is 
better between pirates, ninjas, 
lumberjacks and governors from 
Alaska or delving deep into the 
discussion of what is good and 
evil, the people at the Writing 
Center will help you with 
what you need. If it is writing 
oriented take it to those guys 
and you will be very thankful. 
Visit the Center for Chicago 
Programs to ﬁ ll up your weekends 
with entertainment. The Center 
will have all the information you 
need about fun events such as 
concerts, festivals, art exhibits, 
theater shows, comedy clubs, 
sport games, or an occasional 
mini-monster truck show.
Each of us has had his/her 
share of unique experiences on 
this campus. Whether we are 
getting used to the workload our 
classes offer or dying of boredom 
at our work-study jobs, we are 
all tackling such issues head on. 
Our fall semester begins in a time of 
great decision. As the generation and 
the age group that is at the same time 
most outspoken and least active, we are 
the catalyst for change in this world. 
This is not even necessarily the 
politically charged “change” of Barack 
Obama or, for that matter, John McCain. 
It is simply the concept of making things 
different, and, we should hope, better. 
I believe that we all can agree on 
certain ethical principles of good and 
evil. No matter if they stem from 
sociological, religious, or political 
routes, these principles are constant. We 
want to create as much good in the world 
as possible. Speciﬁ cally, we want to act 
in such a way that satisﬁ es as many of 
our demands as we can, also causing the 
least amount of pain possible to the rest 
of the world.  This concept manifests 
itself in many ways including the golden 
rule, the idea of natural conservation, 
in volunteerism, in turning the other 
cheek, and so on. It is based in peace 
and respect, ideas that all rational groups 
hope to perpetuate in some way no matter 
how successfully they pursue that hope. 
I speak of making things better. What 
do I mean? What’s wrong 
or unjust that needs to 
be improved? I think we 
can all rattle off answers.
There are too many 
poor people. There aren’t 
enough hospitals. There 
aren’t enough jobs. There 
isn’t enough energy. Oil 
prices are rising without 
end. The climate is 
changing. Medication costs too much. 
The minimum wage is still too low. Job 
quality is too low. We spend more on 
weapons to hurt people than on research 
or medicine or programs to help people. 
There’s a general resentment toward 
the US in the world. Lobbyists run 
Washington. AIDS is ﬂ ourishing. We 
have too many teenage pregnancies. 
Religious doctrine is growing at the 
extreme edges. Prejudice remains 
imbued in systems, be it racist or classist. 
And we can blame no one but ourselves. 
Apathy is the problem. It is worse to 
cause pain unintentionally than it is to 
do so on purpose. It is worse because 
it is easier. And more people do it. Few 
people wake up the morning and say 
“I’m going to spread AIDS in Africa 
today!” or “I think I’ll ﬁ re all of my 
employees to increase the poverty 
rate!” Most people wake up and say, “I 
want to be happy today!” Few people 
wake up and say, “I’m going to make 
other people happy today, and, through 
their happiness, I too shall be happy.” 
More should. 
That’s my point. 
There really isn’t much dispute here. 
Science and religion, Democrats and 
Republicans, rich and poor, all races 
and creeds agree that respecting others 
is a sign of goodness. 
At least, that is the ideal 
belief. Which group best 
practices it is up for debate. 
Obviously, that conﬂ ict 
is manifesting itself as 
we speak. A presidential 
election is a battle of 
ideology and character, 
at least in the terms the 
candidates’ actions have set. 
We can’t stand for that. To have 
our future decided by who best 
placates our desires instead of which 
best matches our philosophy is a 
weakening of the democratic system. 
We need to vote. For the love of 
whatever we hold sacred, we need to 
vote. But we cannot vote based on 
petty partisan politics. We are at a 
great undergraduate college. We have 
more resources and more ability to 
use those resources than any other 
demographic group. Let’s use that ability.
Let’s wake up and say “I want to 
know what McCain and Obama actually 
think. I want to know where they stand 
on issues most important to me, and 
I want to know the history of those 
issues, and the viability of their stances.” 
An uneducated vote is worse than no 
vote at all. As students of an institute 
of higher education, we have no valid 
excuse to shirk this responsibility. 
Elections are not about us versus them. 
They are about a personal choice, and about 
respecting all other educated personal 
choices, be we in agreement or not. 
Vote, but don’t stop there. Let that 
universal ethic that we all share guide 
you to greater work. Everyone can do 
a little something to help someone else. 
There are a lot of problems facing our 
nation and our world. Doing nothing 
about them just makes things worse. 
Make things better. 
        Opinions
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Freshman’s ﬁ rst impressions 
of Lake Forest College 
With both the Republican and 
Democratic national conventions 
over, presidential candidates 
nominated, and running mates 
chosen, we are hitting the home 
stretch of the presidential elec-
tion, just a mere 47 days away. 
Real Clear Politics, a web site 
that averages all of the major 
national polls, has John McCain 
leading Barack Obama by about 
three percentage points, how-
ever it may be too early to rely 
on any polling, especially poll-
ing taken at the 
national level. 
  Many be-
lieve, however, 
that the recent 
shift in the 
polls is due to 
John McCain 
picking Alaska 
Governor Sarah 
Palin as his run-
ning mate, while Barack Obama 
picked Delaware Senator Joe 
Biden to complete the demo-
cratic ticket. This raises an in-
teresting question, who made the 
better pick in the Veepstakes? 
Although it may seem obvious 
at the outset, it is prudent to look 
at both vice presidential candi-
dates a little more carefully. 
Joe Biden is a senator with over 
thirty plus years of experience 
in the senate. He has a blue-col-
lar background and legitimate 
foreign policy and legislative 
experience, both areas in which 
Obama is viewed to be lacking. 
Senator Biden is well-known for 
being a valued member of the 
Democratic Party and has truly 
paid his dues to his party.  
What the Biden pick did not 
do, however, was unite the Dem-
ocratic Party. While disgruntled 
Hillary Clinton supporters may 
still vote for Obama, they are not 
enthusiastic to the point of vol-
unteering and helping with the 
Obama campaign. If Obama’s 
camp were running a smart cam-
paign, they would have chosen 
Hillary Clinton as a running 
mate, united the party, and beat 
John McCain by ten points in 
November. However, Obama 
was unable to put his ego aside, 
and left the 18 million Clinton 
supporters feeling ignored. 
Sarah Palin is the Governor of 
Alaska, a former Mayor of Wasil-
la, Alaska, at 44 years of age; she 
is a signiﬁ cant contrast to the 72-
year-old John McCain. She has 
never been involved in Washing-
ton politics, and her choice was a 
shock as she is relatively new to 
politics. While Palin has no expe-
rience in foreign policy, she has 
valuable executive experience, 
albeit for only a few years. Most 
importantly, McCain has done 
what was thought to be impossi-
ble, energized the base of the Re-
publican Party, who were grudg-
ingly going to cast their vote 
for McCain, but not much else.
 By choosing a successful, 
small town politician who has 
the reputation of being a re-
former and whose conservatism 
is unquestionable, McCain has 
re-opened the door with conser-
vatives, independent women and 
blue-collar Americans across 
the board. Sarah Palin also has 
something that John McCain, 
Barack Obama, 
and John Biden 
will never have, 
a personality. 
Palin hunts, ﬁ sh-
es, plays sports, 
and is someone 
that Americans 
from all walks 
of life can relate 
to. 
In picking Sarah Palin, John 
McCain has done the seemingly 
impossible, united the Repub-
lican Party and given the GOP 
a chance to win in November. 
With an unpopular war, an un-
popular incumbent president, a 
slow economy, and an American 
public that is ready for change, 
Barack Obama should be lead-
ing by at least ten percentage 
points. So who won the Veep-
stakes? I think it is quite clear.
Palin energizes Republicans 
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“Heard on Campus”
“I’ve noticed that they were gone, but I didn’t use 
them last year”
- Catherine Cudahy ‘11
“You have to make more trips for beverages and 
plates, but it takes less to clean up. I used trays 
in high school, and I’d use them if they had them 
here”
- Victoria Johnson ‘12
“It’s kind of tough if you need to get more than 
one item from the hot line, but it saves food from 
being thrown out”
- Sam Mallmberg ‘09
“I didn’t use them before so I don’t really notice 
that they’re gone”
- Ray Choi ‘09
“I never used them, and it was a waste of effort 
and water to wash them”
- Jessica Chiou ‘09
“Trays would be nice to have, but I can see how 
eliminating them saves water”
- Matt Roy Senior Educational Leadership 
  Consultant Lamdba Chi Alpha Fraternity
“I understand that it helps the environment, but 
I’m a clumsy person, and I’m probably going to 
break more plates without trays”
- Laurel Eatherly ‘11
This year Aramark removed the trays from the cafeteria to 
save water and reduce the amount of food that gets thrown 
out. How does this decision affect your cafeteria routine?
Palin hunts, ﬁ shes, plays sports, 
and is someone that Americans from 
all walks of life can relate to. 
“
“
I believe that we all can agree on certain ethi-
cal principles of good and evil. No matter if 
they stem from sociological, religious, or politi-
cal routes, these principles are constant. 
“
“
Contemplating who we are in an election year
TOM PLONOWSKI
SPORTS EDITOR
sports@lakeforest.edu
Sports
   Athlete of the Week
    Robbie Weis
 Date of Birth: March 29, 1990              Place of Birth: Highland Park, Illinois
 Height/Weight: 5’10”/160 lbs.               Position: Striker
 High School: Deerﬁ eld High School      Preferred Leg: Right
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Men’s and Women’s Cross Country
- Contributed by Kyle Meredith
• Captains: Andrew Hutchinson and Sarah Marrinan
• Top Performers: Tom Plonowski, Andrew Hutchinson, Kelsey Small, Ryann Freeman, Sarah Marrinan, Martina 
Kolb
• Notable Newcomers: Tom Plonowski, Kelsey Small, Peter Sullivan, Kayla Ahlstrand, Allie Longenecker, 
Therese Conway, Stella Suhayda
• Key Losses: John Thies, Kahiyee Hassan
• Season Goals: “Our season goals are to run the hardest we can, ﬁ nish top ﬁ ve in our Conference, and have fun.” 
– Coach Kelly Parsley
• Coach’s Corner: “We are deeper and more talented than any other year. We need to start focusing better at the 
meets and we need to start winning meets instead of just placing in them.” – Coach Kelly Parsley
• Captain’s Word: “One of the biggest steps the men can make throughout to see improvement is to continue to 
work together as a team. Having our top ﬁ ve all under thirty minutes for a ﬁ ve-mile race means that we average 
as a team a six-minute mile or better. At no time in recent years has our average been this good this early. 
Improving as a group will be the next stage. – Andrew Hutchinson  (‘09)               
               
  “So far we’ve had two races with great weather, and one rainy mudslide of a race. At St.Norbert’s and Carroll we 
had most of our veterans pull out course personal records, and the new girls set very lofty times. Ryann Freeman 
made it into the top twenty at St. Norbert’s and into the top twenty-ﬁ ve at Carroll.” – Sarah Marrinan (‘09)
Men’s Soccer
• Captains: Ben Levy and Rob Palutsis
• Top Performers: Robbie Weis, Andy Glass, John Fagan, Rob Palutsis, all of our freshman
• Notable Newcomers: Robbie Weis, Andy Glass, Chris Haught-Thompson, John Fagan, Luke Bennink
• Key Losses: Atilla Schmidt, Josh Enck, Zach Green
• Season Goals: “Get back to the Conference Championship and have a .800 winning percentage.” – Coach Derek 
Niepomnik 
• Coach’s Corner: “My main area is our defensive focus. Our overall team skill and speed is much better than last 
season. I have a very good group of players this year, across the board. This allows me to make subs and not loss 
a lot of talent level. Any of my players can start on a given day.”  - Coach Derek Niepomnik
Women’s Soccer
• Captains: Katie Rice and Alison Lynch
• Top Performers: Katie Rice, Alison Lynch, B.Z. Greene, Kat Mikuta, Monica Thomas
• Notable Newcomers: Kat Mikuta and Caroline Stearns
• Key Losses: “A group of ﬁ ve seniors who knew how to win and had a lot of heart. Only one of them started but 
they were a large part of our success last season.” – Coach T.R. Bell 
• Season Goals: “Win our Conference, host the Conference Tournament, go on to play in the NCAA Tournament.” 
– Coach T.R. Bell 
• Coach’s Corner: “We need to be more consistent both in practice and in games, and we need improve on 
ﬁ nishing our opportunities. 
• Our strength to this point has been different every game, hence the need for consistency.” – Coach T.R. Bell 
Football 
• Off-Season In Review: Pat Hillebrand joins the Forester football staff and will be directing the outside linebacks. 
Coach Hillebrand graduated from rival Carroll University in 2007.
• Foresters get started: On September 6th, the Lake Forest College football team opened the season at home with a 
35-13 to Aurora University. A week later, the Foresters fell 3-14 north of the state-line against Ripon College. Up 
next for the Forester football team is the Alumni Day game against Illinois College on September 20th at 1:00 p.m.
Volleyball
• Off-Season In Review: Ian Peckler joins the Forester volleyball staff after graduating from Ball State University 
graduate school. Peckler was Honorable All-State mention twice by The Chicago Tribune, during his career at 
Vernon Hills High School.  Peckler, won a conference title with Vernon Hills High Schol in 2003. 
• Foresters get started: The Foresters opened their season at two-day Wisconsin Lutheran College Invite. 
Winning their ﬁ rst game 3-0 against Alevrno College, they went on to fall against North Park University 1-3. The 
following day, the Lake Forest College volleyball team dropped two games against North Central University and 
Wisconsin Lutheran College. On September 2nd, the volleyball team continued its losing streak with a 0-3 loss 
against Wheaton College. A week later, the Foresters fell to Marian University. The struggle would continue as 
the Lake Forest College volleyball team fell against North Central College and Benedictine University, 0-3 and 
0-3, respectively. The Foresters are on the road tonight in Elmhurst to take on Elmhurst College at 7:00 pm.
Women’s Tennis
• Off-Season In Review: A familiar face is back for another year with the Forester tennis program. Former stand-
out Alli Berry, Class of 2008, is back as a part-time assistant coach. 
• Foresters get started: The Lake Forest College tennis team opened its season on a good note, against Wisconsin 
Lutheran College with a 9-0 victory. All six singles competition matches went on to be a clean sweep, only to 
follow with the same result in the three doubles competition matches. Scheduled to face North Central College 
on September 2nd, the match was postponed and will resume on September 25th. On September 6th, the Foresters 
traveled to Ripon College and routed the opposition with a 7-2 win. On the same day, the team traveled to face 
St. Norbert College only to lose 2-7. The Parents Day/Alumni Day event against Dominican University was 
postponed. The make-up date has yet to be announced. The next day, on September  15th, the Foresters fell against 
Carroll University 2-3. 
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Cross country men take off at Spartan Classic.             Photo by Allie Longenecker
           Photo by Karen Hermann 
Robbie Weis dribbles past his opponent. 
Photo by Karen Hermann 
Bianca Greene looks for an open 
teammate. 
                                Photo by Karen Hermann 
Will Christiansen scores a touchdown.
                           Photo by Karen Hermann 
Two Foresters attempt to block an 
opposition’s spike.
                           Photo by Karen Hermann  
Nonie Carson prepares to face a serve.
